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Governor - General and his Council exercised the
power of legislation on matters of the highest
moment If the importance of a law is measured
by the number of persons whose whole way of life
it affects, Regulation I. of 1793, which embodies the
Permanent Settlement, must be regarded as one of
the most important laws known to history.

Though the powers of the Governor-General in
Council were increased in 1793,* the Constitution of
the Council itself remained unaltered till 1834, when
it was provided that one of the four ordinary Mem-
bers of the Council should be appointed * from
amongst persons who shall not be servants of the
Company/ The Member so appointed was to be
present only at meetings for the purpose of making
laws and regulations. This was the origin of the
office which was first held by Lord Macaulay, and
which I held during the greater part of Lord Mayo's
term of office. Power was also given2 to the Directors
to appoint the Commander-in-Chief to be an extra-
ordinary member. The Council so constituted was
empowered to legislate for the whole of India, and
upon all subjects, with certain exceptions* In 1854,
the fourth ordinary Member of Council was em-
powered to be present at all the business trans-
acted by the Council; and a considerable number of
members, who were to be called the * Legislative
Councillors/ were added to the Council The Chief-
Justice, and another judge of the Supreme Court

1 33 Geo. in. cap, 52, sec. 47.
3 3 & 4 Will :v. cap. 85, sec, 40.
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